
 
 

Anacortes High School War Memorial Field Committee 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, 9 April, 2015 

Superintendent’s Office 

1530-1630 

 

 In attendance: Matt Miller (co chair), Eric Johnson (co chair), Dick Iversen, Bob Papadakis,   

Chris Long and Mark Wenzel.     

 

I. Organization  

The War Memorial Steering Committee will include Matt Miller, Eric Johnson, Dick Iversen, 

Bob Papadakis, Chris Long, Bob Hyde and Betty Mooney. Mark Wenzel will attend as district 

representative. Eric Johnson will invite Betty Mooney to the next meeting. A separate, larger 

group will be formed – the Community Advisory Group (CAG). This group will meet at key 

intervals to receive updates, provide feedback and advise the Steering Committee. We will 

publicize the opportunity to join the Community Advisory Group with a news brief in the district 

newsletter and press release to the Anacortes American.  

 

II. Mission/Scope 

The steering committee’s mission is: “To design and build a durable memorial, with community 

involvement and support, to stand as a tribute to the patriotic and courageous men and women 

who served this nation.  This memorial should reflect the bravery, sacrifice and strength they 

gave our country.” The steering committee’s role is to make a recommendation to the school 

board on the War Memorial design.  The steering committee serves in an advisory capacity; the 

ultimate decision made by school board.  

 

 

III. Design Plan  

Mark Wenzel informed the group that the architect for the high school project (including Rice 

Field), Kevin Oremus of Hutteball & Oremus, suggested two ways to approach the memorial:  

 
 Hutteball & Oremus can work with the committee to dedicate an area for the memorial. The 

steering committee would need to identify the area to locate a monument by early to mid-July. 

The committee would then have months to design the type of memorial. Architects could work 

with the steering committee August through February 2016 to provide infrastructure and detail 

around this area. 
 

 An alternative approach would more like a “War Memorial Plaza” and integrate a number of 

pieces throughout the plaza – possibly integrated into the architecture or surrounding features. 

With this approach the architect would see the committee reviewing Hutteball & Oremus’  

schematic design the first part of August and working through design concepts over the next two 

months. Hopefully the concept would be developed by the middle of October. 



 
 

 

 

The steering committee expressed interest in pursuing the plaza idea. The steering committee 

suggested:   

 Work with the Community Advisory Group (CAG) on plaza ideas in a couple of 

meetings in June-July.  

 Review schematic design with architect in August.  

 Finalize recommendation by October 2015.  

 

The committee wants to strongly encourage student participation in the CAG by pitching the idea 

early in case students want to work on design ideas. Dick Iversen will look for 1940s-era bronze 

plaque with names of WWII Anacortes vets who sacrificed their lives, as recently shown in the 

Anacortes American.  

  

IV. Timeline  

Press release about the CAG in mid April  

Steering Committee meeting on May 7, 3:30 pm. Agenda is updates on progress and planning 

for  June 5, 3:30 pm CAG meeting   

CAG members established by mid May  

 

V. Outreach  

Kimberly Jacobsen from Anacortes American is in touch with Matt Miller. May be coming to 

future meetings. CAG announcement in district newsletter. Press release to Anacortes American 

and Anacortes Now. The steering committee will invite interested parties in Anacortes to join 

CAG.  

 

VI.   Budget 

$200,000 allocated from bond for war memorial  

 

VII.  Next Meeting 

Steering Committee: May 7, 3:30 pm, superintendent’s office 

CAG meeting: June 5 at 3:30, board room (second floor of Anacortes Middle School)  

 

 

 

 

 


